Kingdom Embassy
Baby Dedication

A Service of Dedication, Child’s Naming and Blessing Ceremony
For this child, I prayed….1 Samuel 1:17
What is a Baby Dedication?
At Kingdom Embassy we believe that in the midst of a world that has little or no regard for human life or God as the giver of life, it is of the utmost importance to dedicate our children to God and seek His favor for them.  We understand that a child is a most precious gift from God.  He fully expects the parents to be the caretakers of that child and to train him or her in the ways of God.
It is not enough to provide physically for that child; we must make provisions spiritually as well.  The bible tells us to “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6
Baby dedication and child dedication are the act of giving back to God the gift he has given you as parents. It is an act of worship, thanksgiving, dependence, trust, and commitment. The practice of child dedication has been modeled throughout the Bible.

The Israelites brought their 8-day-old children to the priest for blessing. Hannah (I Samuel 1:24-28) brought her long-awaited son Samuel to the priest Eli to dedicate him to the Lord.  Mary and Joseph brought baby Jesus to the temple for his dedication.

Is dedication the same as infant baptism or christening?
Child dedication is different from infant baptism or christening.  We do not baptize babies at Kingdom Embassy.  Why?  The Word of God teaches that baptism is a symbol of obedience and it is outside the scope of a baby’s understanding and comprehension.  Baptism demonstrates that one is a believer; a baby is incapable of believing on Jesus Christ as the Son of God and confessing with his or her mouth.  For that same reason, we believe that babies are automatically saved until they reach the age when they can understand the Word of God and choose whether to obey it or not.
Why do we dedicate babies if they are already saved?  It is our acknowledgement as parents that we realize that we do not own these children; they are merely on loan to us to teach, guide and care for until they become adults.  It is our way of admitting that we cannot raise them without the help of our awesome God.  We are asking Him to help us do the things that only He can do, such as salvation and protection.

When & Where is Baby & Child Dedication?
Babies and children will be dedicated as they are registered.  Kingdom Embassy holds these services as needed by the registrants received.  The services are generally held on a Sunday morning at the 10:00 a.m. service in the sanctuary.
I am a single parent. May I still dedicate my child?
Absolutely!

Who should we invite to the Dedication Service? Do I need to select “God parents” for my child?
The Service of Dedication is a very special time, so be sure to invite your family, friends, and/or small group members. There is no limit on the number of guest you may invite! Because the term “God parents” is not a biblical term we no longer use that term at Kingdom Embassy, however we certainly support your choice of significant individuals to serve as “stewards of faith” for your child(ren) to offer support and encouragement and to hold you accountable to the commitment you will be making.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
 You may obtain a Baby Dedication Form from the Church Office, or online on our website at www.kingdomembassy.net.  
 Fill that form out in its entirety and turn it in at the Church Office or mail it to Kingdom Embassy 2111 N. Fourth Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 at least two (2) weeks from the date of service.
 Even though you have turned in your form, you must contact Sister Deb Letterlough or Sister Shelly Clay (New Disciple’s Servant Leaders) to let us know that you are indeed having your baby dedicated.  On the day of the dedication, please contact one of aforementioned persons, inform them you are in attendance and ready to have your baby dedicated.  (If you do not check in prior to the beginning of service, your baby’s name will not be called.)
 When your baby’s name is called, please come to the front of the sanctuary and stand on the main floor as close to the center as possible.  Please face the congregation.

 Have your baby’s dedication gift (a round bracelet, ring, or necklace) ready for use.

 The baby may be dressed in all white.

 Your stewards of faith are welcome to come and stand with you and your baby during the ceremony.  Your family & special guests are welcome to come at the conclusion of the ceremony.
 You are welcome to have someone take pictures for you during this time.
 You will receive a Certificate of Dedication with your baby’s information on it as a keepsake of this special service.
If you have questions concerning Kingdom Embassy Baby Dedications that are not answered in this information, please feel free to contact the Church Office at 717-236-8600.
